December 1, 2025

Pine Island Elementary School Families:

Below you will find information on important school-wide initiatives, meetings, and events
for the month of December.

WINTER WONDERLAND - PTO HOLIDAY GIFT SHOPPE - December 2nd - 5th. Each year, PIE
students are invited to shop for loved ones at our Winter Wonderland holiday gift shoppe.
Kid-friendly pricing on a wide selection of gift items for the entire family will be offered so
that students can shop with confidence. Each grade level shops separately, and chaperones
will also be on hand to help. Most items are $1-$5, with some items priced higher. Cash,
check, or prepaid gift cards are accepted and should be sent with your student(s) on their
assigned shopping day. We sent home a packet with your student(s) before Thanksgiving
Break with participation details, instructions, and their classroom shop date. If your student
misses their assigned shop date, a make-up day is scheduled for December 5th.

IXL WINTER BREAK CHALLENGE - Grade 3/4/5 students will have the chance to participate
in the IXL Winter Break Challenge. The permission slips for this event will go home Dec. 4th.
Please sign your child up for this learning opportunity.

BEACON OF HOPE HOLIDAY HOUSE - Sunday, December 7th from 1:00pm-4:00pm. The
Holiday House event takes place at the Historic Tarpon Lodge. This three-day event will take
place on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, December 5-7. Guests can stroll the lodge grounds
and do some holiday shopping, while supporting Pine Islands Beacon of Hope. There will be
live music each night with bands, violinists, and DJs and an array of vendors. The tree-top
auction and raffle table will be available, filled with donations from each Holiday House
vendor which are then raffled off to a lucky winner. Sunday is Family Day, the last day of the
event. The Matlacha/Pine Island Fire Control District will be serving hot dogs and several
organizations, such as Pine Island Elementary School, will provide crafts. We hope you can
join us!

K-2 WINTER PROGRAM - Thursday, December 11th at 6:00pm at PIE.



FIELD DAY - Friday, December 12th during PE. More information to come.

FAMILY STEM NIGHT - Tuesday, December 16th - Doors are open from 5:15pm - 6:15pm.
We have organized a variety of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
stations featuring engaging hands-on activities. Upon arrival, you will receive a map with
station locations in and around the cafeteria. Get excited about some make & take items!
We will also have Calusa Land Trust sharing their knowledge of gopher tortoises, Adam
from Adam'’s Animal Encounters is bringing live animals for families to interact with, the
STAR LAB Planetarium will be here for an out of this world experience, and we will have
Science experiments galore with a lot of hands on activities for you and your family!

PI1ZZA will be served! Please use the QR Code in the bottom of this page to RSVP by
December 5th.

EARLY DISMISSAL DAY - Friday, December 19th - School dismisses at 1:10pm. No
After-School Care on this day.

END OF 2ND QUARTER - Friday, December 19th
CHRISTMAS BREAK - Monday, December 22nd - Monday, January 5th.
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Sincerely,

Hidad . ullisitts




Dr. Michael R. Galbreath
Principal

Pine Island Elementary School



